PREFACE 


This uncertainty is moft frequent in the vowels, which are fo capricioufly pronounce J, a; ■! f 0 
differently modified, by accident or affectation, not only in every province, but in every mouth tlrt 
to them, as is well known to etymologies, little regard is to be jfheWn in the deduction of one b.n 
guage from another. ■ f 
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Such defects are not errours in orthography, but fpofs of barbarity imprefled fo deep in the Fr,F}n 

language, that criticifm can never wai.li them away ; thefe, therefore, mu ft be permitted to rtnvir 
untouched : but many words have like wife been altered by accident, or depraved by ignorance as die 
pronunciation of the vulgar has been weakly followed ■ dn3 fomC Jtill continue to be varicifl 
written, as authours differ in their care or fkiil : of thefe it was proper to enquire the true ortho 
graphy, which I have always coniidered as depending on their derivation, and have therefore referred 
them to their original language^ : .thus I write enchant, enchantment, enchanter , after the French 'and fm, 
cantation after the Latin ; thus entire is chofen rather than intire, becaufe it puffed to us not iloi 
the Latin integer', but from the French entier. 


Of many words it is difficult to fay whether they were immediately received from the Latin ( - 
the French, fince at the time when we had dominions in France, we had Latin ter vice in our churches 
It*is, however, my opinion, that the French generally limp tied us , for we have few 'Latin word; ' 

among the terms of domeftick ufc, which arc not French ; but many French , which are very remote’ 
from Latin. 
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Even in words of which the derivation is apparent, 1 have been often obliged to faenfice uniformity 
to cuftom } thus I write, in compliance with a number lets majority, convey and inveigh, deceit anil 
receipt , fancy and fhantm ; fometimes the derivative varies from the primitive, as explain and 
explanation , repeat and repetition. 

Some combinations of letters having the fame power are tvfed indifferently without any difcovfcrable 
reafon of choice, as in cboak, choke ; (bap, fope ; Jewel, fuel, and many others ; which i have fometimes 
inferted twice, that thofe who ieareh for them under cither form, may not fearch in vrnii. 

In examining the orthography of any doubtful word, the mode of fpclling by which it is inferted in 
the ieries of the didionary, is to be coniidered as that to which I give, perhaps not often uftdy, the pre- 
ference. I have left, in the examples, to every authour his ow n practice unmolefted, that the reader may 
balance fuftiages, and judge between us : but this qucllion is not always to be determined by reputed 
or by real learning; iome men, intent upon greater tilings, have thone.ht little on fuunds and deriva- 
tions ; tome, knowing in the ancient tongues, have negkded thofe in which our words arc commonly 
to be fought. Thus Hammond writes fidblemfs for jeafihlenefi, becaufe L fuppofe he imagined it de- 
rived immediately from the Latin j and fomc words, fuch as dependant, depended ; dt tendance depen- 
dence, vary tlieir final fyllable, as one or other language is prefent to the writer. 1 ’ " . 

In this part of the work, where caprice has long wantoned without eontroul, and vanity fought 
prade by petty reformation, I have endeavoured to proceed with a fcbolar’s reverence for antiquity and 
a grammarian’s regard to the genius of our tongue. I have attempted few alterations, and among thofe 
few, perhaps the greater part is from the modern to the ancient practice ; and I hope I maybe allowed to 
recommend to thofe, whole thoughts have been, perhaps, employed too anxiouily on verbal iin^ulanties 
not to difturb, upon narrow views, or for minute propriety, the orthography of their fathers I? lias been 
aflerted, that for the law to be known, is of more importance than to be Fight. Change’ {^Hooker 
is not made without inconvenience, even from world to better. There is in coftftancy’ and ftaldliiv 
a general and lading advantage, whack will always overbalance the flow improvements of gradual 
correction. Much Ids ought our written language to comply with the corruptions of oral utterance 
or copy that winch every variation of time or place makes different from itfelf, and imitate thole 
changes, which v\ill again be changeil, while imitation is employed in obferviiv* them. 

Tbit recommendation of fteadinefs and uniformity does not proceed from an opinion, that particular 
combinations of letters have much influence on human happinefs ; or that truth may not be fuccdfr 
fuhy taught by modes of lpellmg fanciful and erroneous: I am not vet fo loft in lexicography, as to 
forget that words are the daughters of earth, and that things are the fans of heaven. Language is 
only the mftrument of fcience, and words are but the figns of ideas : I wifh, however, that the inftru- 
rnent might be lew apt to eecay, and that figns might be permanent, like the things which they denote. 

In fettling the ortnography, 1 have not wholly neglected tlie pronunciation, which I have direcled, 

by printing an accent upon the acute or elevated fyllable. It will fometimes be found, that the accent 

is placed by the authour quoted, on a different fyllable from that marked in the alphabetical forks , it 

is then to be undcmorK., that cuftom has varied, or that the authour has, in my opinion, pronounced 

vvroig. Short di red ions are fometimes given where the found of letters is ‘irregular: and if they 

arc fometimes omitted, (.elect in fuch minute oblervations will be more cafily cxcu&d/ tlufli 
fupcrnuity. 3 1 

or thogiaphy and fignification of words, their EtY'MOLOGY was 
neceflan y to be confidercd and they were therefore to be divided into primitives and derivatives. 

A primitive word, is that which can be traced no further to any Lnglift root ; thus < ircttmfpecl, Fran?:- 
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j • +|qp Yj nit ft are to priTJii - * 

^ *4 asBi efift * ** 

tives. Derivatives, arc all thofe that can ^ 

not fee that remotenefs ^° mCS tica i exuberance the fchcuie ot my work die u - trom 

-? be prcfcrved 

another, ^r^i ’though fometimes at the expence of pamcalar proprrety. ' 

m Among other derivatives I 

The two languages from which our primttive ^ c Un 1 <tmtomck range the Saxrn, 

ffiS - a-. - - r 

fyllable are very often Feutomck. . ‘S s . , 

In afligniug the Reman original, it **£ mfMf « 

their honours, but that I might ^ ue \ 0 inftmaors and benefactors, JunM ap- 

whom I ought not to mention but with the rever_ _ re aitude of underfunding. Juntas was 

pears to have excelled in extent of earning, ^ f ^nPablv examined the ancient and remoter dialeas 
accurately flcilled in all the northern anguages, ^ e ^ earn i n( r of Junius is often of no other ule than to 

flwwWm' «k by which^he may deviate 

who'declares with a tone of defiance, that no man can fad to de. tve *»» from 
monos, who eonliders that grief naturally loves to be ahu, . 


Our knowledge of the northern literature is fo icanty, that of words undoubtedly 7 nitomck the original 
is not always to be found in any ancient language , and I have therefore inferted Dutch or German lubici- 
tutes, wliicli I confidcr not a? radical but parallel, not as the parents, but Afters ot the Enghfh. 

TV: t v.irds which are reprefented as thus related by defeent or cognation, do not «bmi jugr^ in ^renfe; 
„ it is incident to words, as to their authours, to degenerate from their anceftors, and to change the r 
manners when thev change their country. It is fufficient, in etymological enquiries, if the teules ot 
kindred words be found fuch as may eaiily pafs into each other, or fuch as may both be referred to one 

general idea. ' * 

The etymology, fo far as it is yet known, was cafily found in the volumes where it is pai- 
ticulariy and proteffedly delivered ; and, by proper attention to the rules of derivation, the orthogra- 
pliv was foon adjufted. But to collect the Words of our language was a talk of greater difficulty : 
the deficiency of dictionaries was immediately apparent ; and when they were exhaufted* what v. as yet 
wanting mu ft be fought by fortuitous and unguided excursions into books, and gleaned as induitiy 


^ That I may not appear to have fpoken ton irreverently of 
Junius^ l have here fubjoined a few Specimens of his etymolo- 
gical extravagance. 


Banish, ex barmo vel Urritorw cxrgcrc^ in txUtum 

aprr?. G. hmntr* It. handirz, bandeggiare. H. handhj B. ban - 
Hen. jTvi mcclii feriptores bannire diccbant. V. Spclm, in Ban- 
num & in Banleuga* Quonlam verb region urn urbiumq; li mites 
ardu!^ plerumq; montibus, akis fiu minibus, longis deniq-, flexuu- 
fifq; anguftiffimarum. viarum amfra£tibus includcbantur, fieri 
poteft id genus limitcs ban did rb co quod Uxwjxtgu & Bauvaifoi 
Tarentinis ohm. fkutt tradit Heiycldus, vocabantur a\ 

^ i^yrr.d; ofoi, oblique ac minimi: in rcdlum tendentes 
vised* Ac fo italic quoque hue tacit quod eodem Hefychio 

tcftc, diccbant 'in\ rg&yy wAu, monies arduos. 


Empty, cmiic, vacuus? inants. A, S. /Emti^, Nefcio an 
Tint ab iytj vel ly.elixw. Vomo, evomo, vofiiitu evacuo. Videtur 
kite rim etymologiam hanc non obfeure firm arc codex Rufi^ 


Mat. xii. 22 . ubi antique feriptum iarcnimus jemoezeb hit 
Invetiit cam vacantem/* 

Hu e, mpiSy ccllhi A S. hylh Quod vidcri poteft abfciffkin 
ex mX dm vel swXwvis* Collis, tumulus, locus tn piano editior- 
Hom. II* bp v. 8 i i , ift ^ tk 7rf>0'frdcQi$E ttoXe^ diirtsAi xa^wvT?* 
Ubi author! brcvmm fcholiomm mXwi] exp. roV®* u? 54^©^ 
etv ixtcj, 

Nap, to take a nap Dm mire ^ condormijcerr. Cym. heppian. 

A, S* hna:ppan. Quod poftremum vidcri poteft defiimptum ex 
xv£©^r, olilcuritas, tenebrae ^ nihil enhn aeque folet conciliarc 
fomnum, quam callginofa profumiae notis obfcuritas* 

Stammerer, Balbus, bl^fus Goth* STAMMS. A* S* 
ptamcji, pamup. I), flam. 11* ftameler. Su. ftamma. Ifl. fta iTir* 
Sunt a vel s-wuOaxi iv, nimia loquacitate alios offendcre; 

quod impeditc loquentes libentiflime gar r ire folcant ; vel quod 
ali is nimii fern per vfdeantur, etiara parclflime loquentes. 
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